however, now receives added impetus as it can be assisted by the detection of chemical DNA heteromorphisms. Some of these may be especially useful in practice, when they reach polymorphic frequencies in the population. These polymorphic frequencies, however, are not an essential requirement for intra-family studies, or for the study of rare tumours, for example. Ultimately, on the genetic side, the object of cancer research is to describe how "cancer-genes" function, and here the opportunity offered by "small" deletions (e.g. in retinoblastoma) is worthy of especial research effort. To find out how they operate (and the mechanism may be different in different situations) is an important approach.
Under the general umbrella of genetic contributions to cancer, the monograph contains excellent reviews by experts. These include twin studies, based on the population data provided by the Danish registers (V-lstrup Holm et al); the epidemiological study of cancer-breast cancer families (King); the population approach to prostate cancer in a genetic isolate-the Utah Mormons (Cannon et al.) ; in vitro studies on the special promoter susceptibility of somatic cells from colorectal cancer-prone subjects (Kopelovich); the effects of DNA repair defects and ultra-violet or gamma radiation damage-Xeroderma pigmentosum and Ataxia telangiectasia, for example (Lehmann; at the risk of "hardy speculation", could the production of an angioblastic factor relate to the relangiectasia?); the effect of HLA haplotypes on malignancyHodgkin's Lymphoma, but also other cancers, such as malignant melanoma or renal cancer (Dausset et al.); and last but not least, the presence of constitutional structural chromosomal changes in neoplasia-retinoblastoma and the aniridia/nephroblastoma complex in particular (Harnden and Herbert). The final chapter looks towards the future, and considers the applications of DNA sequence heteromorphisms and their uses; it also examines oncogenes and their transcriptional promoter activity (White).
Altogether an excellent first number of "Cancer Survey", for which the editor, L.M. Franks, should be warmly congratulated. 
